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THE GENUINE Epiftles of the 
Apoftolical Fathers, S. Barnabas, S. Igna- 
tius, S. Clement, S. Polycarp. The Shep- 
herd of Hermas, and the Martyrdoms of 
St. Ignatius and St. Polycarp, Written by 
thofe who were prefent at their Sufferings. 
Being, together with the Holy Scriptures of 
the New Teftament, a compleat Collection of 
the moft Primitive Antiquity for about CL 
Tears after Chrift. Tranflated and Pub- 
lifbd with a large Preliminary Difcourfe 
relating to the feveral Treatifes here put to- 
gether. By the Right Reverend Father in 
God, WILLIAM, Lord Bifbop of 
LINCOLN. The Second Edition, 
Correted. London, printed for Richard 
Sare at Grays-Inn-Gate im Holburn. 
M DCC X. iw 8vo. Pagg, 136. in the Pre- 
liminary Difcourfe. Pagg. 357. in the 


Collection. 
~ 
[ Lincola, publifh’d feveral Years ago a Tranflati- 
on of the Pieces mention’d in the Title of this 
Colle&tion. This New Edition is 4 great deal more va- 
luable than the firft: it has been fo far improved, that it 
is almoft a New Work. I fhall give an Account of the 
Clianges that have been made in it. 


H E Reverend Dr. Wake, now Lord Bifhop of 


1. The Learned Prelate obferves, that the Epiftles of 
St. Clement were fo correétly publifh’d from the Alexan- 
drian Manufcript by Mr. Patrick Young, that having no 
other Copy to confult, he cou'd not make any Confidera- 
ble Alrerations in this Second Edition of chofe Epiftles. 
However , he has not only revifed the Tranflation , and 
carefully compared it with the Original, and correQed 
whatever appear’d to him lefs exa& in it ; but alfo by the 
Help of a new and more accurate Collation of Mr. 
Young's Copy, with the Manufcript from which it was ta- 
ken, he fias merided fome Places in che Text it felf, which 
had hitherto cicaped all the Editors of thofe Epiftles. 





2. The Reverend Dr. Smith having lately publith’d the 
Epiftles of St. Ignatius , not only more Corre& than they 
were before, but alfo with his own, and Bifhop Pear/in's 
Obfervations upon the difficult Paflages ; the Author of 
this Tranflation has very much improved his Verfion of 
thofe Epifties, from the Labours of thofe Two Learned 
Men. One of St. Ignatias’s Epiftles had never been 
printed from any good Manufcript, when the firft Edition 
of this Tranflation came out. The late Father Ryinare 
publifh’d it fince at Paris, with the Martyrdom of that 
Holy Man; and then the Learned Dr. Grabe , at Oxford. 
The Tranflation of thofe Two Pieces has been compared 
with their Copy , and corre&ted where it difagreed from 
their Edition. Befides, the chief Readings of that Edi- 
tion, different from thofe which had been publith'd by 
Archbifhop Ufber, and Ifaac Vofius , will be found in the 
Margiti. 


3. The Tranflation of the Epiftle and Martyrdom of 
St. Pelycarp, and of the Epiftle of St. Barnabas, has been 
carefully revifed , and is much more Corre& ( efpecially 
the Epiftle of Barnabas ) than it was in the firft Edition. 


4. As for the Books of Hermas, they are not only 
more exaét in the Tranflation than they were before, but 
they will appear with greater Purity in this Edition, than 
in any other that ever was publith'd. The Old Latin 
Verfion has been collated with an Ancient Manufcript ini 
the Library of Lambeth, and mended in more Plates thar 
coud be imagined. That Verfion has been further im. 
proved from many new Fragments of the Original Greek, 
never before obferved ; motit of which were taken from 
a Piece in the late Pars Edition of St. Athanafius: That 
Piece was not written by this Father, but by the younger 
Athanafius, Patriarch of the fame Church in the VIlch 
Century. 


5. Some Things have been added, and others corréfted, 
in the Preliminary Difcourfe. That Difcourfe is both 
Learned, and very inftrudtive. 

His Lordthip concludes what he had to fay concerning 
this New Edition, with Two Obfervations. 1. Thac 
moft of the Pieces, contain’d in this Book, wéré truly 
written by thofe whofe Names they bear ; arid that chofe 
Writers lived fo near the Apoftolical Times ; that it can. 
not be doubted bur that they reprefent to us the Dottrine; 
Government, and Difcipline off the Church, as they re- 
ceived it from the Apoitles. 2. That the DoSrine, Go- 
vernment , and Difcipline of the Churchi of England by 
Law eftablifh d, are fo agretable to thofe of the Priinitive 
Church , as it appears from the Pieces colle&ted in this 
Volume , that whoever has a due Regard for the latter; 
muft needs own that no Reafonable Exceptions can be 
made againft the orher. 

Gg JOA 
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If. 


JOANNIS RAII Societatis Re- 
gix Socii Methodus plantarum emenda- 
ta & aucta, in qua nota maxime Cara- 
éteriftice exhibenter , quibus Stirpium 
genera tum fumma tum infima cognof- 
cuntur, & 4 fe mutuo dignofcuntur, non 
neceflariis omiflis. Accedit Methodus 


Juncorum & Cyperorum fpecialis, eodem 


Auctore. Proftant Amfteladami, apud 
Rud. & Gerb. Weftenios H. F. F. 
1710. 


That is; Mr. Ray’s Method of Plants, Cor- 
rected and Enlarged, &c. With a parti- 
cular Method for the different Kinds of 
Gramen, Reeds, and Cyperous’s by the 
fame Author, Amfterdam 1710. in 8vo, 


T HIS New Edition of Mr. R 47's Method comes 
out with a Preface, wherein rhe Author informs 
us, 1- OF the Reafons that moved him to dilpofe the 
feveral Kinds of Plants in a Methodical Order. 2. Of 
the Progreis he made init. 3. Of the Motive, which in- 
duced him to publith a New Edition of his Method. 

As to the firft Head, he tells us, That in the Year 
1667. Dr. Wilkins, Bilhop of Chefer, who was compofing 
fome Philofophical Tables, wanted for his Defign to have 
the feveral Kinds of Plants and Trees difpofed in Order, 
in fuch a manner that each Kind fhou’d be only fubdivi- 
ded into Three others. He put Mr. Ray upon that Work, 
who quickly gave him the Method he defired to have. 
This Work, being only an imperfect Draught, was foon 
criticized by Mr. Morifon: Whereupon Mr. Ray revifed 
and reformed his Method ; and in the Year 1682. he pub- 
lifh'd it with this Title, 4 New Method of Plants. 

Four Years after, ( Here the Author informs us of the 
Progrefs he made in that Seudy , ) he put outa General 
Hiftory of Plants ; in which they were difpofed in the 
fine manner as in his Method, only with fome inconfidera- 
ble Alterations. But obferving that Palm-Trees differ 
from other Trees, as the Dogs-Grafs differs from other 
Herbs ; and that they are all alike, as to their External 
Figure, or manner of Producing ; he thought there was 
a Necefliry to make a Separate Kind of ’em, as he did in 
that Hiftory. ‘Ihe Situation of Flowers, with refpe& to 
Fruits, being of great moment to diftinguifh the various 
Kinds of Trees: he carefully examin d it in that Hiftory , 
which he had forgot in his Method. 

In 1690. M. Rivinus, Profeflor of Phyfiology at Leip. 
fick, publifh’d a New Method of Plants, with cefpect to 
the Difference of their Flowers, cither in the Number 
of Leaves, or their regular and irregular Figure. Some 
time after, M. de Tourncfort put out his Elements of Bota- 
nicks ; in which the feveral Sorts of Plants bearing 
Leaves, are diftributed into diftereat Clafles, according 
to the bare Structure of the Flower ; and thofe Clafles are 
divided into Sections , with refpec to the Parts of the 
Kiower, from which Fruits proceed. Thofe Two Books, 
in the jaft of which Mr. Ray was attack'd, obliged thar 
Author to compare his New Methed with that of the other 
Boranilts: and, after a ferious Examination, he found 
that ic wasa wrong Method, in order to eftablifh the dik 
ferent Sorts of Plants, to conlider only certain Parts of a 
Plant; becaufe, by virtue of this Method, one muft 
pur i, iigae many cifferent Plants, and ieparate many thar 
are alike. Which createsa Confulion: And therefore he 
did not approve the Method of Rivinus, which runs up- 
on the Number of the Leaves of » Flower; nor thar of 
M de Tournefort, which is only grounded on the Stgucture 
of the Flower ; mor that of Hergmann, which confilts ia 
the Examination of the Seminary Capfule, that are imple 
or divided. 
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The Method of Rivinus, fays he, difperfes the Bulbou; 
langs into different Clafles ; for fome have 2 regular 
Jower, and others an irregular one : In fome the Flow. 

er bears but one Leaf; and in others, many. And yet 
the Bulbous Plants are of the fame kind, and may be 
call'd Gongeneres. Mott of rhe Cinquefoils have a Plowe, 
confifting of Five Leaves ; however, there are fome Kinds 
that haye only a Flower of Four Leaves; as the Peng. 
phylum minus viride, flore aureo. And yet the Cinquefoiis 
are not different Plants. The Tormentil, which js o¢ 
the fame kind, has but Four Leaves in its Flowe, 
The Herbs Paris is a Plant, a Kind whereof hea;, a 
Flower of Four Leaves, and the other, a Flower Of Thies 
Leaves. 

> As for M. Hermann’s Method, it cannot be admitreg, 
fays Mr. Ray; fince many Plants of the fame Kind appea; 
in it, the Fruits or Seeds whereof are not encloted j, 
the fame Number of Cellule. He gives many Infance, 
of it. 

The only Thing that remains to be known, is, what 
moved Mr. Ray to publifh this New Edition of his Me. 
thod. He had Two Reafons for it. 1. Being fenjjis} 
that the Method he obferved in his Hiftory of Plants was 
not thoroughly exaé, he was willing to mend the Imper. 
feétions of it; fince there is nothing more becoming an 
Honeft Man, than to acknowledge bis Miftakes. 2. [14 
knew that many of thofe, who took the Charafers of 
Plants from his Hiftory, were fometimes miftaken jn 
their Defcriptions; and forgot the chief Rules they were 
to go by , for want of a due Attention to his Table; and 
Divifions. Every thing will be made more eafy to them 
in this New Edition. There is at the End of it an Alpha. 
betical Explication of the chicf Terms of Botanicks, 
which is very convenient for Beginners 

There is no need to fay any thing of Mr. Ray’s Me. 
thod. ’Tis well known that he made ufe of all the Parts 
of Plants, as they appear’d to him proper for his Defign, 
He obferves a mixt Method, which runs upon different 
Principles. 





III. 


DISCOURS prononcez dans I’Aca. 
cademie Francoife le Jeudy vingtiéme de 
Mars 1710. @ Ja Reception de M. le 
Prefident de Mefmes. A Paris chez Jean 
Baptifie Coignard,rue Saint Jaques, 1710. 
in 4to. 


That is, Difcourfes pronounced in the 
French Academy, the 20th of March 
1710. when M. de Mefmes , Prefident of 
the Parliament of Paris , was admitted a 
Member of that Society. Paris 17 10. 


in 4tO. pagg. 23. 


Tis Book contains Two Difcourfes. ‘The firft 
was pronounced by Prefident de Mefmes , who has 
fucceeded the Count de Crecy in the French Academy. 
That illuftrious Magiftrate fhews a manly Eloquence : 
His Thoughts are more folid than bright ; and he knows 
how to make Truth appear with a natural Beauty, more 
Charming than ai] che Ornaments of Rherorick. 

The Second Difcourfe is an Anfwer of M. de Calierct, 
containing an Encomium upon the Count de Crecy, and 
upon Prelident de Mefmes, and his Anceftors, M, ae Cale 
l’cves mentions the Learned and Ingenious Men,on whom 
they beitowed feveral Marks of their Liberality : He 
names Paferat and Voiture. He might have added among 
others the famous Petavius, who had a Penfion, the lalt 
Years of his Life, from the Count ad’ Avaux, Superintene 
dant of the Finances. Thofe Encomiums difcover a n0- 
ble Eloquence, and fhew the Orator to be a Man, who 
is uicd to Speak in Publick. 


The 
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There is, at the end of thofe Two Difcourfes , an Ec- 
logue, which M. de la Mothe Houdart read to the French 
Academy, when M. de Me/mes was admitted into that Llu- 
ftrious Society. ‘Tis a wonder chat this excellent Poet 
fhould fo happily pals from the Sublimity of the Ode to 
the Plainneis of the Eclogue. The following Verfes will 
fufficiently fhew, how well he has hit the ingenuous Cha. 
ratter of V’aftoral Poetry. 


Viens, dit un Berger plus igé a un jeune Berger ; 
Viens, connois aujourdhui le Dieu, qui t’a dompté ; 
Vois comme A cet Autel l'Art I'a reprefenté, 
Lorfque j'étois amant, un Druide fincere 

De tout cet appareil m’expliqua le myftere. 

Enfant, de la Raifon il méconnoit la voix : 

Nud, Ia fage Pudeur lui dite en vain fes loix : 

En mille égaremens, Aveugle, il nous entraine - 

Ses Fleches, fon Flambeau, l’arment pour notre peine : 
Et fur fon dos enfin ce Plumage mouvant 

Nous dit que fa faveur fe change au moindre vent. 





IV. 


H KAINH AIAQOHKH 7 Kuess 
2 Swrip@ iuady IHZOY XPIZTOY 
Nyrer1G@, Te? tt, 70 Qaov “Apoaturry x 
i aa M ETA PERG es Kowiy Atarexzoy’ 
Mere 72006 EArpArnes Sopdobevrer, x vewsi 
peratumbevre co AAA F SAZONIAL, 
cy te Twmoyegpan Te “Opparorerpeis. 
1710. inI2% 


That is, Zhe New Teftament in Two Langua- 
ges, Viz. The Original Text, with a Tran- 
flation into Modern Greek ; very carefully 
Corrected, and printed at Hall in Saxony, 
1710. in 12™° pagg. 1106. 


HIS Edition of the New Teftament is defign’d for 

the Ufe of the Greek Church. M. Franck, wlio has 
eminently diftinguifh'd himfelf by his great Zeal for Re- 
ligion , confidering that the Greeks have but few Editions 
of that Holy Book in their Modern Language, thought it 
neceflary to print many Copies of it , that they might be 
difperfed amongthem. He has alfo publifh’d the Origi- 
nal Text, becaufe the Greeks have a particular Veneration 
for it; and the moft Learned among them will be well 
pleafed to have it in the fame Volume. The Text and the 
Tranflation are printed in Two Columns. 

This is not the fic Edition of that kind. The Origi- 
nal Text of the New Teftament was printed in the Year 
638. in gro with the Tranflation of Maximus Calliupolita, 
(of Galipoli,) aGreek Monk, without any mention of the 
Place where this Edition came out. We have an Hiftori- 
cal, Philological, and Theological Diflertation concerning 
that Verfion publith’d by Dr. Langias at Altorf in 1707. 

The tame Tranflation was reprinted at Lowdoa, in the 
Year 1703. correéted by a Greek Monk; but becaufe the 
Original was not added to it, M. Franck thinks his Ediri- 
on will be more acceptable and ufeful to the Greek Church. 
When he went abour it, he had no other Edison of the 
Creek Tranflation but that of London. Five Years ago he 

vut it into the hands of a Grecian lately arrived from Con- 
‘aintinople, and defired him to revife it; and make his Ob- 
icrvations upon it. The Queen of Prufia, a Princefs of 
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reat Generofity , was pleafed to be atthe Charges of the 
mpreflion, that a great Number of Copies might be di. 

ftributed among the poor Greeks. 


M. Franck has reprinted the Lonaen Copy, corre&ted by 
the Grecian above-mention'd, and fince carefully collated 


with the Edition of the Year 1638 When che Impreffion 
was almoft finifh’d, a Greck Prieit arriyed from Venice, and 
having read this new Edition, made feveral Obfervations 
upon it, which have been inferted at the end, The fame 
Prieft has added to it a Calendar adapted to the Ufe of the 
Greek Church. 

As for what concerns the Original Text, M. Franck has 
chiefly printed it trom Leufden’s Edition publith'd at 4m- 
flerdam in 1698. The Faults of chat Edetion have been 
corrected, 

The Editor has taken a prt es Care to publifh the 
Tranflation with a good Orthography, which was ver 
much neglected in the two firft Editions, The Twrkifh an 
Italian Words, which appear barbarous and ridiculous to 
thote Greeks, who are ignorant of thofe Languages , have 
been left out, and others fubftirured in their room. T'wen. 
ty five Gaps of the London Edition have been filled up. 
Many Words and Phrafes, and even whole Verfes were 
left out in that Edition. I omit fome other Things, which 
render this new Edition preferable to the former. 

M. Franck obferves, that there are fome Places in the 
Greck Tranilation, whereby the Original Text may be ex- 
plain’d. It feems to me that the Paflages, quoted by 
him, contain only fome Words and Phrafes, that are more 
clearly exprefs'd in the Verfion than in the Original ;: the 
fame may be faid of all the Tranflations of the New 
Teftament. 


A Preface, written in Modern Greek, at the Requeft of 
M. Franck, by M. Heymae, Profeffor of the Oriental Lan- 
guages at Leyden, and infcribed to the Greeks, has been 
prefixed tathis Work® This Edition is neatly Printed, 
and very Correct. The Curious will be glad to have che 
Original Text of the New Teftament’, and the Greeé 
Tranflation, in one Volume of a convenient Size, 





V. 


OBSERVATIONS upon the Baro- 
meter and Thermometer , for the Gravity 
and Heat of the Air; made at Paris in 
1709. By Father Laval. 


7 HE 28th of February, the Barometer defcended to 

26 Inches 1: Lines, which was the Joweft Voint ir 
funk to: The Wind South.weft, blowing gently. ’T'was 
cloudy Weather, and it rain’d on that day. The Barome. 
ter ftands in the Hall of the Obfervatory. 


The higheft Point it afcended to , was 28 Inches and 
half a Line on the 20th of November, a geatle Eaftern 
Wind, clear Weather. The is laft Days of Noveonber , 
excepting the 224, 23d, and 24th,the Barometer was al. 
ways above 27 Inches 11 Lines, as well as the laft days of 
December. 


The Thermometer of M. Amontons, in the Hall of the 
Obfervatory, where there are at all times fome Windows 
open towards the Sourh, defcended to 5 > Inches ¢ Lines, 
the 11th of january, which proved the coldeft day. 


The tsth and 2: of sugust, at Sun-rifing , at which 
time the Thermometer was oblerved , it alcended to ¢¢ 
Inches 11 Lines. From whence it appesrs that the Heat 
of thar Year bas not been by far fo great as the Cold ; the 
middle flate of the Thermometer being at 54 Inches. 
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VI. 


A NEW Experiment upon Vitriol, by Dr. 
Lemery, Member of the Royal Academy of 


Sciences. 


T HE Spirit of Vitriol being mixed with Iron, pro- 
duces, after an indifferent Fermentation, | eh 
Vitriol like the natural one : But if inftead of the Spirit 
of Vitriol, one ufes the Oil of Vitriol, which is the 
moft acid part ot that Mineral, there happens immediate- 
ly a fmall Fermentation, which is quickly over. That 
Fermentation begins again in a few Days, under the 
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Form of a white Smoak, which rifes to the furface of thé 
Liquid ; and the whole Mafs of Iron turns into a ve 
white Pap, which fmells like common Sulphur. Laftty, 
when the Fermentation is over, the Iron, inftead of turn. 
ing into a green Vitriol, asin the firft Operation, becomes 
all of a fudden white Vitriol. There appears on its Sur. 
face a black Duft, which it feems to have thrown up ; 
and ‘tis likely it would have made it green: For when 
white Vitriol is mingled with that Duff, it acquires a 
green Die. 

Several Obfervations might be made upon this Experj. 
ment, particularly on the double Fermentation . 'Tis ob. 
fervable that by this Method one may have white Vitriol 
all of a fudden by a fingle Operation : Whereas the ufual 
way of making it, is by calcinating green Vitriol, and 
then diflolving, and filtrating it, and Jetting the Liquor 
evaporate. I fhall not for the prefent enquire into the 
Reafons of this Experiment, being contented fo relate the 
Fa&, which is very remarkable. 














STRASBURG. 


T# E Second Volume of the Latin Differtations of 
the Learned Boeder is printed off, in 420. 


The Hiftory of the War,which Maurice Eleftor of Saxo- 
ny undertook againft the Emperor Charles V. has been pub- 
lifh’'d within tuefe few Months, 

Hiftoria Beli Mauritian’. In 4f0. 


SWEDEN. 


f° UR Differtations have been lately publifhed. In 
the firft, the Author examines why the Ancients 
reprefented the Mufes Unarmed., Examen confilii Poeta- 
rum, cur finxerint Mufas inermes. In the Second, he treats 
of the Harmony which the Stars make, according to Py- 
thageras. De concentu Siderum ex fententia Pythagore. In 
the Third , he explains what one ought to believe of Se- 
tyrs; the Erymology of their Name, and their Figure : 
Je enquires, whether there ever were any Satyrs; or 
whether that Name was given to Wild Men, who lived 
in Forefts ; or to fome Demons, who appear’d in that Fi- 
gure to deceive and deftroy Men ; or more frequently, 
to great Monkies. The Author has not forgot to menti- 
on the Allegorical Explications of what we read in the 
Poets concerning Satyrs. The Jaft Diflertation treats of 
Parables. 


LETDEN. 


Boerbave, Profeffor of Botanicks , has lately put 
e outa Catalogue of the Plants in the Garden be- 
longing to this Univerfity. 

Index Plantarum, qua in Horto Academico Lugduno-Batave 
reperiuntur., Co: fcriptus ab Hermanno Boerhave, 1710. In 
Sve. pagg. 308. 

The Author of this Catalogue has publifh’d it, not on- 
ly for the Ufe of his Scholars; but alfo that every body 
may know what Plants are wanting in the Univerfiry- 
Garden, efpecially fince the great Froft; and how they 
may be fupplied from other Gardens. 


M. Softman has publifh’'d a New Commentary upon the 
LXX. Weeks of the Prophet Daniel : With an Appendix ; 
wherein he proves that JESUS CHRIST is the true 
Mefias, and enquires into the Caufes of the Unbelief of 
the Jews. 

Commentarius Chrenologicus, Philologieus, O- Exegeticus O- 
raculi Dan. 1X. v. 24,~-27. editi de LXX. Hebdomadibus, 
Senfum, Tempus, C Circumftantias é facris profanifque Serip- 
‘a ermems, atque Terminis fuis quam exaltiffime includens. 

' Accedit Appendix , feu Pars Degmatica, in qua demonftratur 
JESU M effe Mefiam, & in veras Canfas Incredulitatis Fu- 
daorum inquiritur, Adjeiis [ub finem Capitum @ Sefionam, 


Locorum S. Scripture, Vocabulorum Hebraicorum Cy Gracorum, 
ut GC Rerum Indicibus. Audtore Alexandro Sofmanneo Emm 
Fil. Lugduni Batavorum, 1710. In gro. pagg. 328, 


AMSTERDAM. 


A Treatife concerning Humility , ( Pratigque de [ Humi- 

lité,) written by M. de la Morhe, an Eminent Divine 
of the French Church of the Savoy at Londen , has been 
lately publifh’d. *Tisa Bookin 120. of 331 Pages. 


The Pofthumous Works of M. de Maucreix (See Page 
52. of thefe Memoirs) have been reprinted here in r2e. 
There aré Six Letters at the end of that Volume. It ap- 
péars by the firft , chat the Famous /a Fontaine {pent the 
laft part of his Life in tranflating the Hymns of the Church. 

The Second Letter, written by M. DeJpreaux to M. de 
Maucroix, foon after the Death of M. de la Fontaine, in- 
forms us, That this celebrated Poet , who was accounted 
a Man of loofe Principles, did frequently wear a Hair« 
cloth, and Difcipline himfelf. So true it is, that Men 
are not always fo corrupt, asthey appearto be. Perhaps 
M. de la Fontaine was uneafy in his Mind, for having 
publifh’d many licentious Verfes ; and being fenfible 
that he might have made a better Ufe of his great 
Genius, he thought fir to make Penance for that Faule , 
and had recourfe to Hair-cloths and Difciplines. 

M. DeJpreaux gives his Judgment about {ome French Pt» 
ets, in the fame Letter. He owns, that Bifhop Godeaw is 
a Valuable Poet ; but he thinks one may fay of him what 
Longinus fays of Hyperides, That he is always Fafting ; and 
thac there is nothing in him , that moves and works upon 
the Affe&tions : In a word, that he has not that Strength 
of Style, and chat Livelinefs of Expreflion, which are ree 
quifite in Poetry. He knows not whether that Poer will 
be known to Pofterity, unlefs he rifes from his Grave, 
fince there is hardly any Body that Reads him. 

On the contrary, the Reputation of Malherbe increafes 
every day. Nature did not make hima great Poet; but 
he fupplied that Defect by his Wit ard Labour. Racan 
has a greater Genius, but is more Carelefs than Malherbe, 
and makes it too much his Bufinefs to imitate that Poet. 
His chief Talent confifts in expreffing {mall Things: 
wherein he comes neareft the Ancients, who are ad- 
mirable in that refpect, 

The Fourth Letter, written by M. de Mawersix to Fae 
ther Boubours , contains fome judicious Remarks upon {e- 
veval Authors. M. de Mawcroix fays, that M. de la Fontaine 
was a Man of great Sincerity ; and that Madam de la Sa- 
bliere ufed to fay of him, that he never told a Lie in Profe. 
S peaking of Voiture, he fays that Ingenious Author does 
not fufficiently conceal his Art. He carries now and then 
Humour and Raillery too far. Men grow weary of eve> 
ry thing, and even of Laughing. 

There are, in the Fifth and Sixth Letters, feveral ufeful 
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